
 

 

 

 
 

  

   We Gather to Worship God 

 

PRELUDE              “Gabriel’s Oboe” — Ennio Morricone David Schneider, oboe; Mark Cole, piano 
 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

WELCOME  Doug Gerdts and Nikki Passante 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  Psalm 85:8-13 Peter Leibensperger 

One: God speaks peace to the faithful,  

to those who turn to God in their hearts. 

All:   Surely salvation is at hand 

for those who fear God. 

One: Where God dwells, 

steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 

righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

All:   Faithfulness springs up from the ground 

and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

God gives what is good 

and we respond with abundant praise!  
 

MUSIC Meditations on ROEDER, “God of the Sparrow” (page 7 below) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

One: The psalmist tells us that when we turn to God in our hearts, 

God speaks peace to the faithful. 

As we turn to God in true confession of our sin, we trust in God, 

whose shalom makes us whole. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: Gracious God, 

you call us to step out in faith, trusting in you for all things.  

We respond to your command but then sink in doubt and fear. 

We hide from the challenges of bold discipleship.  

We are not able to fulfill your commandments, 

for our purposes are never in full accord with yours. 

Forgive us, we pray, when we confess with our lips  

but do not believe in our hearts. 

Help us to practice our faith in all circumstances. 

Lift us out of sin into the arms of your mercy.  

(continued) 
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Though we are distracted by noise all around, 

allow us to hear your voice 

even when it is the sound of sheer silence. . . .  

[A time of silence is kept.] 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 

One: Our God sees all, knows all, forgives all, restores all through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

No one who believes will be put to shame. 

Friends, believe and trust this good news of the Gospel 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew.  Amen! 
 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

One: Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be 

steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE 1 Kings 19:9-18 

At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him, 

saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the 

God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go 

out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a 

great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 

the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound 

of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at 

the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 

have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 

alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return 

on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 

Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son 

of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, 

Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven 

thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed 

him.” 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 

All:  Thanks be to God! 
 

CHILDREN’S GREETING  
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ANTHEM   Oboe Sonata in D. Major, Op. 166 — Camille Saint-Saëns     

David Schneider, oboe; Mark Cole, piano 
 

SERMON  “Attentive and Courageous” Dr. Gerdts 
 

We Respond in Faith  
 

MUSIC Meditations on MELITA, “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (page 8 below) 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” — Jason W. Krug Mark Cole, organ 
 

   ———   ♦♦♦   ——— 

 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HADDONFIELD ONLINE! God is present wherever people 

gather—even virtually. Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to 

a pastor. Contact information is below. 
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO DAVID SCHNEIDER – David Schneider is a professional oboist who has 

been actively performing with the world's great orchestras and musicians for over 45 years. He has 

performed with artists as diverse as Frank Sinatra, Luciano Pavarotti, and Peter Nero, as well as the 

Philadelphia Orchestra, Opera Philadelphia, and numerous regional orchestras. David currently is principal 

oboe with The Philly POPS and maintains an active teaching studio and oboe reed-making business. 
 

MUSIC NOTES FOR AUGUST 9: 
 

Prelude — “Gabriel’s Oboe, Ennio Morricone 

“Gabriel’s Oboe” is the main theme from the 1986 film The Mission. It was written by Italian composer 

Ennio Morricone (1928 – 2020), and it has since been arranged and performed many times by artists such as 

Yo-Yo Ma, Holly Gornik, and Brynjar Hoff. Morricone passed away last month after publishing 400 scores 

for cinema and television and 100 classical scores. 
 

“God of the Sparrow (ROEDER) 

The text of “God of the Sparrow” was written by Jaroslav J. Vajda (1919 – 2008).  The text is composed of 

three statements about who God is, followed by two open-ended questions about creation’s response to 

God’s nature.  This hymn wrestles with creation’s response to a God who is all-encompassing and larger 

than life.  The final verse is concerned with our reaction to God’s steadfastness, provision, and loving nature.  

From a musical perspective, you may enjoy how Carl Schalk’s (b. 1929) setting of this text mimics natural 

speech intonation: every verse of this hymn ends with a question, and every stanza ends with a with a 

melody that rises from Do to Sol.  In this way, the music sounds open-ended like the text. 
 

Anthem — Oboe Sonata in D. Major, Op. 166, Camille Saint-Saëns 

Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921) wrote this work in 1921, the year of his death. This sonata is the first of 

the three sonatas that Saint-Saëns composed for wind instruments, the other two being a Clarinet Sonata (Op. 

167) and a Bassoon Sonata (Op. 168) written the same year. This piece is dedicated to Louis Bas, first oboist 

with the Societé du Conservatoire de l’Opéra. 
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“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” (MELITA) 

Many alterations of this hymn exist, but the original was written in 1860 by William Whiting (1825–1878), 

who suffered a near-death experience at the age of thirty-five when his ship nearly capsized. Whiting knew 

that God had spared him, and he wrote this hymn to “anchor his faith,” drawing from the imagery of his 

experience. This hymn was popularized by the Royal Navy and the United States Navy in the late 19th 

century, and variations of it were soon adopted by many branches of the armed services in both England and 

the United States. 
 

Postlude – “Rejoice, the Lord Is King,” Jason W. Krug  

“Rejoice the Lord Is King,” hymn tune DARWALL, was composed by John Darwall (b.1731 Haughton, 

Staffordshire, England, d. 1789 Walsall, Staffordshire, England). Darwall’s 148th was first published as a 

setting for Psalm 148 in Aaron William’s New Universal Psalmodist (1770) with only soprano and bass 

parts. The four-part harmonization dates from the nineteenth century. Jason W. Krug is a full-time freelance 

composer, arranger, clinician, and teacher. Since his first publication in 2006, he has published over 300 

compositions and arrangements for piano, organ, handbells, and choir. 
 

RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S SUNDAY PARTICIPATION – Each week Youth Director  

Gab Heimerling emails out a story and activities for friends in preschool through 2nd grade. Contact her at 

gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org to get on the email list. Resources can also be accessed on the website. 
 

DRIVE-THROUGH OFFERING continues in the church parking lot each week between 11 and noon on 

Sunday mornings.(For online giving, use https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give.) 
 

THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR DRIVE-THROUGH DONATIONS! You are helping to 

sustain many of our neighbors. Continuing needs are 10-pound bags of rice or beans, peanut butter, tuna, 

sauce, adult diapers – medium or large, feminine hygiene pads, bar soap, and toothpaste. Pasta is off the list 

for now because St. Wilfrid’s got a donation of 5400 pounds of pasta! And don’t forget bags: paper grocery 

bags to reinforce the plastic one and newspaper sleeves for hygiene products. Since the pandemic first hit our 

area in March, St. Wilfrid’s Open Door Clinic has given away 1,500 bags of food. 
 

NEXT REQUEST – NEW BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES – Even though the COVID 

situation makes back-to-school plans fluid, the annual backpack and school supply collection will continue. 

The Mission Committee is collecting for kids served by Camden Community Center and by St. Wilfrid’s. 

Look for sales when you shop and drop supplies off at the church drive through on Sundays, 11-noon. 
 

• Erasers 

• Colored Pencils 

• Crayons 

• Glue Stick 

• Handheld Pencil Sharpener 

• Pencil Box or Pouch 

• 3-Ring Binders – 1˝ or 1 ½ ˝ 

• Loose Leaf Paper – Wide Rule 

• Calculator 

• Dictionary  

• 12˝ Ruler 

• Junior scissors with 5˝ blunt tips 

• Pocket Folders 

• Composition Notebooks 

• Tissue Packets 

• Backpacks (the biggest need for 

backpacks is Grades 3-8 
 

HELP WANTED IN CONNECTING MEMBERS! Would you be willing to take an iPad or other device 

to the home of a member who has no internet access? We are looking for folks who could sit – properly 

distanced – with a fellow member for an hour each week to share the Sunday worship service. All services 

are archived and download-able, so availability on Sunday mornings is not a requirement. If you are 

interested in connecting in this way, please contact Donna George, Donna.George@jefferson.edu, 856-857-

7795. And if you know someone who would like to be on the receiving end of such a digital partnership, let 

Donna know as well. Thank you! 

 

mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give
mailto:Donna.George@jefferson.edu
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COURTYARD CONVERSATIONS – Into every life a little rain must fall…Conditions this past Tuesday 

were not conducive to sitting outside, but Nikki and Doug will give “Courtyard Conversations” another try. 

On Tuesdays from 9 to 11, Nikki and Doug will be outside the church, next to the playground, distanced, 

under a canopy. You all are invited to visit with them for anything from prayer to a casual “meet and greet.” 

To book your 30-minute time slot, contact Rebecca at the church number (856) 429-1960 or by email 

rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 

PASTOR NIKKI’S ZOOM BIBLE STUDY – Pastor Nikki’s Thursday Bible study continues its 

exploration of the Gospel of Mark. Discussions take place on Thursdays at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link. 

Join Nikki at any time for fellowship and discussion! 
 

JOIN DOUG FOR TUESDAY A.M. BIBLE STUDY – Every Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. Doug hosts an informal 

conversation about the scripture that will be the text for the following Sunday’s sermon. The format is simple: 

Doug will present for about 20 minutes and then open things up to questions, reflections, responses, and 

general wonderings about the text. For Tuesday, August 11, the focus is on Isaiah 56:1, 6-8. Here's the Zoom 

link — hope to see you there!  
 

FAMILY PANDEMIC BOOK STUDY CONTINUES!  The Family Pandemic Group meets next on 

Wednesday, August 12th, at 8:00 p.m., to continue discussing Brené Brown’s The Gifts of Imperfection. 

This study will help us grow in discerning the difference between selfishness and self-love, provide tools to 

engage in practices that exhibit self-love, and most importantly – we will learn how to unhook ourselves from 

the oppressive structure of perfectionism. If you would like to attend, please e-mail Gab Heimerling who will 

provide the zoom link. 
 

ARE YOU SIGNED UP FOR THE WEEKLY EMAIL? Each Thursday, church news, calendar, and 

information are emailed to all members and interested parties. Doug and Anne did their best to get 

everyone included on the email list, but we know a couple of you were missed. If you didn’t receive this 

week’s news, check your junk mail. If it’s not there, send Anne or Doug an email and you will be added to 

the list. The email is being sent via Mailchimp, return address is support@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 

WE ARE A MATTHEW 25 CHURCH! The Session’s decision to become a Matthew 25 church launches 

this congregation on a journey of both exploration and action. The commitment is to “dismantl[e] structural 

racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie 

discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color.” Beginning August 10th, members of the 

Justice and Advocacy Committee will be participating in an online course called “Awakening to 

Structural Racism.” This course is for anyone interested in learning more about structural racism and how 

to resist and deconstruct its destructive power in our own lives, our churches, our communities and the 

broader culture. All are welcome to sign up. Find the link here. For additional information about the 

church’s call to dismantle racism, visit this page from the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 
 

OUR FRIENDS AT “EMBRACING RACE: THE CONVERSATION” OFFER ADDITIONAL 

OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE – EMBRACING RACE - The Conversation has been meeting via 

Zoom since April.  Please join our conversation on Thursday, August 13 at 7 p.m. Send an e-mail to 

madegenhart@verizon.net (or call 856-986-9556), so you can receive the link for the meeting and/or to be 

included on our email list for messages throughout the month.  
 

THIS WEEK’S FPCH BLOG – Staff blog posts continue. This week, Anne teamed up with Ed Hess to 

highlight the work Ed does as community caseworker for the Haddonfield Council of churches. Go to 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx  
 

mailto:rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87502910885
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83751699836?pwd=c2RJeEVobEM2YnhkVGhiL2RqRXZsZz09
mailto:gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/curriculum/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/
madegenhart@verizon.net
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog.aspx
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SCRIPTURE PASSAGE FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 22 (and Doug’s Tuesday Bible Study): 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my 

deliverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the 

name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my 

covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt 

offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for 

all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides 

those already gathered.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor and Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 

The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 

Mark Cole, Organist – mcole@haddonfieldpres.org 

Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 

Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 

Kris Bean, Financial Secretary – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 

Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  

Mike Richardson, Custodian 

Mark Hall, Security

 

 

 

20 Kings Highway E, Haddonfield, NJ 08033  ♦  www.haddonfieldpres.org  ♦  (856) 429-1960 

http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/
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